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It is our wish as the Kriek family that you have a great stay with us and if there is anything that we can 
do to enhance your experience please feel free to ask.  Also familiarize yourself with the information 
supplied pertaining to your stay with us.

As a family run business our aim at Mattanu is to give you an unique experience and personal attention 
as we enjoy building relationships with our guests. We would love to have you return in future so if 
there is anything which is not up to standard, please let us know so we can correct it and improve for 
your comfort. Dr Kriek was awarded the Wildlife Ranching of South Africa Game Rancher of the year 
award for 2009 and we encourage you to question and become involved as much as you please in the 
management of our animals and the reserve.

We are very proud to inform our visitors that we have also won the annual AA accommodation award 
for best small (7 Rooms or less) Game/ Nature Reserve in South Africa for 2011 and Lilizela awards for 
best Game Lodge in the Northern Cape for 2014-2016. We realize that without your support this could 
not be possible so thank you very much for choosing Mattanu for your break away.

Have a great stay

Good afternoon and welcome to Mattanu.

MattanuWELCOME TO
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This 4 700 ha (11 614 acres) Game Reserve, owned by the 
Kriek family, started in 1991 when the owner, Dr JC Kriek, 
originally from Zimbabwe, imported 95 endangered Roan 
antelope and 65 rare Sable antelope species into South-
Africa from Malawi. 

This is regarded by many as the most successful Game 
capturing and importation operation ever. Dr JC Kriek is 
also regarded by many as the pioneer for the breeding of 
endangered antelope industry in Southern Africa. Ever since 
then more than 300 Roan, Sable and Disease free Buffalo 
have been bred at Mattanu. Dr JC Kriek, in conjuction with 
Dr Fred Potgieter, also wrote the protocol for the breeding 
of disease free Buffalo and fittingly was the first private 
game rancher to receive permission for the breeding of these 
Buffalo. 

The profit returns from the Malawi operation was used to 
purchase Mattanu Private Game Reserve, which was then 
a cattle farm, in 1990 and to date many millions have been 
spent in the development of the infrastructure and the re-

introduction of numerous species. To date there are over 36 
different animal species and approximately 700 animals on 
Mattanu. 

The Northern Cape is a very dry province and therefore not 
many diseases exist in this province. This is one of the main 
reasons why most of the animals breed so well and why the 
conservation of all our species are so positive. This is all 
worthwhile as Mattanu Private Game Reserve is not only a 
Game Ranch or a business, but a dream being realized and a 
passion of the whole Kriek family. 

The breeding and distribution of endangered and rare 
antelope species is the main industry at Mattanu along with 
the game capture and immobilization by Dr JC Kriek.

We also realise that without sustainable utilisation of 
older animals for the hunting market, our passion for the 
conservation of these species may not be economically viable 
thus, although the hunting is a small part of our business, it 
is essential as part of the value chain and the green economy 
of SA. 

MattanuTHE STORY BEHIND 

Mattanu is a Hebrew phrase meaning, “gift from above”. This is the 
underlying factor why we want to share Gods creation with everybody. 

Tsessebes imported from Zimbabwe – 1984

Early days of immobilisation – 1989Hughes 300 helicopter loaded into cargo 
hold-1986

First Giraffe Capture for Dr Kriek – 1988Lichtenstein Hartebeest, Roan and 
Sable imported from Malawi – 1986
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Left to right Back row Dr Johan Kriek, Johann Kriek, Jacques 
Kriek and Burger Schoeman
Middle row Daleen Kriek, Dominique Kriek, Stephné Kriek with 
Jané Kriek and Heleen Schoeman
Front row Miné, Tiaan en Stephan

Started a mixed veterinary practise and soon after started 
importing wildlife from Africa to realise his dream of one day 
owning his own game farm. He imported Tsessebe from Zimbabwe 
in 1984, Roan, Sable and Lichtenstein Hartebeest from Malawi in 
1987 and 1991 and Livingstone Eland from Zimbabwe in 1994.

In 1991 this dream was realised and the breeding of rare Roan and 
Sable antelope started, soon followed by the first private disease 
free Buffalo breeding project. His wife, Daleen Kriek, a qualified 
Physiotherapist assisted from the small vet practise days, through 
all the wildlife importation operations until now where she is still 
very much involved in the hospitality of Mattanu Private Game 
Reserve. Their eldest son Johann Kriek was born in 1980, followed 
by Jacques Kriek in 1982 and daughter Heleen Kriek in 1986. Son 
Johann qualified as an IT technician during 2001 and developed 
the Kriek Helicopters & Kriek Wildlife websites with electronic 
marketing platforms.  He obtained his commercial helicopter 
license during 2006 & was instrumental in the certification of 
Kriek Helicopters as a commercial helicopter service. Jacques 
finished his degree in Tourism management/marketing and 
development and in 2006 actively started developing and 
marketing the breeding farm as a eco tourism destination evolving 
into the award winning Mattanu Private Game Reserve. He now 
also chairs the WRSA Roan and Sable advisory committee. Sister 
Heleen, qualified somatologist, is in the process of establishing a 
wellness spa at Mattanu. The whole Kriek Family also qualified as 
estate agents with Daleen and Johan being the principals. Along 
with their sons, under the Kriek Wildlife Group brand, they 
now specialise in the game breeding/capture/immobilisation, 
translocation, marketing of wildlife/farms as well as consulting 
and mentoring current and future game breeders. As professional 

hunters Dr Johan, Johann and Jacques also assists with all trophy 
and biltong hunts at Mattanu.

They were recently joined by son-in-law, Burger Schoeman, whom 
will further diversify the KWG into the meat production industry.

Other family members include Johann’s wife, Dominique, with 
children Tiaan and Mine as well as Jacques’s wife, Stephné, with 
son Stephan and daughter Jané.

Burger is also involved in all facets of the KWG with main 
responsibilities being the farm management, maintenance and 
labour relations. Heleen and Burger also became parents in 2017 
with the newest addition of grandchildren being their son Pierre.

MattanuTHE FAMILY AT

Dr Johan Kriek, wildlife veterinarian and until recently, commercial 
helicopter pilot, moved to SA in 1980 from Zimbabwe.
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•  Due to the nature of the tent and the environmental 
factors please excuse the odd speck of dust or insect 
making their way into you room after it has been cleaned.

• Our filtration system backwashes underneath tent 1 next 
to the pathway daily in the late afternoon so please don’t 
be alarmed.

• All amenities are supplied free of charge in your tent for 
your use during your stay. 

• Tea, coffee, sugar and milk will be replenished daily.

• Rooms will be serviced daily during the morning game 
drive or breakfast.

• Champagne and coldrinks will be supplied in your room 
on arrival day free of charge and may be replenished at 
your cost at the bar during your visit.

• Towels on the ground will be washed and replaced, but if 
the towels are not dirty please take the environment into 
consideration and hang them on the rails.  These will not 
be replaced daily.

• Gowns are cleaned and provided for your comfort and if 
you wish to purchase them please contact management.

• Swimming towels will be supplied at the main lodge

• A fire extinguisher is supplied and is the situated in your 
wardrobe. A tap and hose pipe is on the outside of the tent 
for emergencies.

• This is a malaria-free area, but mosquito repellent is 
supplied for your comfort.

• The air- conditioner is for your use and please familiarise 
yourself with the remote settings.  If air conditioner is 
used it is advisable to close the canvas for optimum effect.  
Change from cool to heat with the mode button as needed 
and set temperature with up and down arrows thereafter. 

• The under-f loor heating will be switched on during the 
winter and no adjustment is needed. 

• You are welcome to switch on your heated towel rails if 
needed, but just like the air- conditioning please switch off 
after use.

• Extra blankets are supplied in your ottoman.

• The jet-spa bath must be filled above the small silver grill 
upon which you may lightly press the small round silver 
button to switch on the jets.  Jets strength is set by rotating 
the bigger silver knob next to the button.  If the button is 
pressed too hard it may get stuck in which case we urge 
you to switch off the Jacuzzi switch on the main switch 
board.

•  Walking or cycling on the roads are permitted at own risk.  
Please just inform the lodge when you leave.

•  Please remain in well-lit areas after sunset.

DirectoryROOM

Luxury Tents
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• All amenities are supplied free of charge in your unit for 
your use during your stay

•  Tea, coffee, sugar and milk will be replenished daily.

• Champagne and coldrinks will be supplied in your room 
on arrival day free of charge and may be replenished at 
your cost at the bar during your visit.

• Rooms will be serviced daily during the morning game 
drive or breakfast.

• Towels on the ground will be washed and replaced, but if 
the towels are not dirty please take the environment into 
consideration and hang them on the rails.  These will not 
be replaced daily.

• Gowns are cleaned and provided for your comfort and if 
you wish to purchase them please contact management.

• Swimming towels will be supplied at the main lodge

• This is a malaria-free area, but mosquito repellent is 
supplied for your comfort.

• The air- conditioner is for your use and please familiarise 
yourself with the remote settings.  If air conditioner is 
used it is advisable to close the canvas for optimum effect.  
Change from cool to heat with the mode button as needed 
and set temperature with up and down arrows thereafter.

• The unit has a fully equipped kitchen and utensils and 
please keep it that way.

• Dish washing service is included for self-catering guests.

• The fire place may be used as needed, but please use wood 
sparingly.

• Firewood is also supplied for self-catering guests, but 
please use sparingly and please minimise the fire hazard 
by making conservative fires and extinguishing them 
afterwards.

• A Fire extinguisher as well as a hose pipe at the tap is 
supplied for emergencies.

• Extra blankets will be found in the wardrobes.

• Walking or cycling on the roads are permitted at own risk.  
Please just inform the lodge when you leave.

• Please remain in well-lit areas after sunset.

• The Jacuzzi on the veranda of the log cabin must be filled 
above the small silver grill upon which you may lightly 
press the small round button to switch on the jets.  Jets 
strength is set by rotating the bigger knob next to the 
button.  If the button is pressed too hard it may get stuck 
in which case we urge you to switch off the Jacuzzi switch 
on the main switch board.

Thatched Roof Suite & Log Cabin

DirectoryROOM
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Activities at Mattanu to 
be booked at the lodge
• Game drives by guided vehicles (No self-drives)

• Helicopter game viewing f lights

• Helicopter f ly-fishing trips (Book in advance)

• Helicopter tours to Diamond mines, Vaalriver, Irrigation 
schemes, Spitskop dam with f lamingos, Big Hole tour and 
Ox Wagon trail f lights.

• Dinners in the bush

• Massages in the spa room

• Quad biking safaris

• Game capture safaris (Book in advance)

• Un-guided Walking at own peril.

• Airstrip available for f ly in trips

Water
The water at Mattanu is from a borehole and runs through 
filters for additional purification so it is completely safe for 
human consumption. Bottled water is available on request.

Please use water sparingly as the Northern Cape is a semi-
arid area and thus water is a very valuable resource.

Smoking areas
Mattanu is a non-smoking area with no smoking in any 
buildings or on any game viewing vehicles. Smoking is 
permitted outside the tents on the decks, main lodge 
veranda or lapa area. Please refrain from discarding 
cigarette butts into the bush or ground as ashtrays are 
supplied.

Wifi
Guests have access to free wifi of 100mb/day. Registration 
and additional wifi data may be purchased at the lodge 
reception.

DirectoryROOM
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Times
• Morning Game Drives: Winter 09h00 Summer – 08h00

• Afternoon Game drives: Winter/Autumn – 16h00 Summer/
Spring – 17h00

• Buffet breakfast follows the morning Game Drive

• Dinner will be served from 18h30 in winter and from 
19h30 in summer.

• Dress code at the lodge is casual during the day and 
smart casual during the evenings.

• Gates will close at 18h00 unless arranged otherwise.

• A cash bar will be available from breakfast until dinner.

Valuables
Valuables can be stored in your electronic mini-safe under 
your bar fridge. To program the safe press the red button 
behind the door while door is open; the yellow light will 
come on and give a short beep.  Please input the user code 
from 3-8 digits using any within 30 seconds.  Then press “E” 
to confirm. To open input the user code you programmed 
followed by the “E”, the green light will come on and you 
can turn the know within 5 seconds to open.

NB! Please leave safe open upon departure if it was used

Laundry service
Laundry service is available and a fee and laundry bags may 
be requested at the lodge.

Activities in a 100km 
radius outside Mattanu
Please let management know if you plan to leave Mattanu at 
any time as gates will be locked for security.
• Kimberley Big Hole
• Honour Dead Memorial
• Flamingos at Kamfersdam
• Flamingo Casino in Kimberley
• Ghost tours in old Kimberley
• Diamond mine tours
• Wildebeeste Kuil art centre
• Magersfontein Battle fields
• Magersfontein Memorial Golf Club
• Kimberley Golf Club
• Star of the west pub
• Halfway House Hotel and Pub
• William Humphreys Art Gallery
• McGregor Museum
• Finesse Beauty Clinic
• Kalahari Lodge Restaurant
• GWK Rugby Stadium
• De Beers Diamond Oval cricket ground
• Various gyms, squash / tennis courts, bowls, archery and 
shooting ranges etc
• Diamond Pavilion shopping Centre
• North Cape mall 
• Pizza King Putt Putt course
• Big Hole Driving range

Tour Guides can be arranged if needed

DirectoryROOM
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No landing fees charged for booked accommodation or 
activities guests at Mattanu.  No landings may be done 
without completing the runway indemnity form.   No 
emergency services.  The landing charge is R500 / landing 
/ aircraft + Vat.  Parking will be free but on the aircraft 
owners risk.

Contact details:   
Johann Kriek - 083 321 8707 - johann@kriekheli.com 

Runway heading:  02 / 20
Gps coordinates:  (Degrees, minutes, seconds)
28°22'49.64"S /  24°29'2.70"E
Elevation:  3560ft amsl
Length: 1150 meters
Width:  ± 14 meters

Turning circle on the Northern end & parking area at the 
South.

Warnings:  Wildlife fence at the Northern & Southern side 
of the strip 2.4 meters high.  The runway has a gradual 
bump on the Northern side, please be careful during 
landings from the North or take-offs from the South.  

The runway is built up quite high on certain sections to 
keep it level on the terrain.  Please stay in the centre of 
the runway at all times.  There is a wildlife breeding area 
to the North of the runway, please climb as soon as safe 
and practical and try to follow the main dirt road during 
departures and approach.  The runway is fenced-off, but 
we recommend doing a low level inspection f light prior to 
landing, to ensure the condition is good & no wildlife is 
present on the runway.

Mattanu runway specifications

We hope you have a great experience with us and be sure to 
inform us if there is anything that we can do to make your 
stay with us more enjoyable.

Regards

Mattanu Management
Cell: 060 988 5555
Email: reservations@mattanu.com

DirectoryROOM
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Bird
LIST

GREBES
■   Black-Necked Grebe Swartnekdobbertjie
■   Little Grebe Kleindobbertjie
CORMARANT, DARTER
■   White-Breasted Cormarant Witborsduiker
■   Reed Cormorant Rietduiker
■   African Darter Afrikaanse Slanghalsvoel
HERONS
■   Goliath Heron Reusereier
■   Purple Heron Rooireier
■   Grey Heron Bloureier
■   Black-Headed Heron Swartkopreier
■   Squacco Heron Ralreier
■   Black Heron Swartreier
■   Black-Crowned Night-Heron Gewone Nagreier
■   Green-Backed Heron - Groenrugreier
EGRETS
■   Yellow-Billed Egret  Geelbekwitreier
■   Great Egret  Grootwitreier
■   Little Egret  Kleinwitreier
■   Cattle Egert Veereier
BITTERNS
■   Little Bittern - Woudapie
STORKS
■   Black Stork Grootswartooievaar
■   Abdim’s Stork Kleinswartooievaar
■   White Stork Witooievaar
■   Yellow-Billed Stork Nimmersat
FLAMINGOS, SPOONBIL, HAMMERKOP 
■   Greater Flamingo Grootflamink
■   Lesser Flamingo Kleinflamink
■   African Spoonbill Lepelaar
■   Hamerkop Hamerkop
IBISES 
■   Hadeda Ibis Hadeda
■   Glossy Ibis Glansibis
■   African Sacred Ibis Skoorsteenveer

GEESE, DUCKS, TEALS
■   Spur-Winged Goose Wildemakou
■   Egyptian Goose Kolgans
■   South African Shelduck Kopereend
■   Fulvous Duck Fluiteend
■   Southern Pochard Bruineend
■   Maccoa Duck Bloubekeend
■   Yellow-Billed Duck Geelbekeend
■   African Black Duck Swarteend
■   Cape Shoveler Kaapse Slopeend
■   Cape Teal Teeleend
■   Red-Billed Teal Rooibekeend
VULTURES
■   White-Backed Vulture Witrugaasvoel
EAGLES 
■   African Fish-Eagle Visarend
■   Verreaux’s Eagle Witkruisarend
■   Osprey Visvalk
■   Tawny Eagle Roofarend
■   Martial Eagle Breekoparend
■   Booted Eagle Dwergarend
SNAKE-EAGLES
■   Black-Chested Snake-Eagle Swartborsslangarend
BUZZARDS
■   Jackal Buzzard Rooiborsjakkalsvoel
■   Steppe Buzzard Bruinjakkalsvoel
HARRIERS
■   African Marsh-Harrier Afrikaanse Vleivalk
■   Pallid Harrier Witborsvleivalk
■   Black Harrier Witkruisvleivalk
GOSHAWKS
■   Southern Pale Chanting Goshawk Bleeksingvalk
■   Gabar Goshawk Kleinsingvalk
KITES
■   Black Kite Swartwou
■   Yellow-Billed Kite Geelbekwou
■   Black-Shoulderd Kite Blouvalk

FALCONS
■   Pygmy Falcon Dwergvalk
■   Lanner Falcon Edelvalk
■   Amur Falcon Oostelike Rooipootvalk
■   Peregrine Falcon Swerfvalk
KESTRELS
■   Lesser Kestrel Kleinrooivalk
■   Rock Kestrel Kransvalk
■   Greater Kestrel Grootrooivalk
GUINEAFOWL,SPURFOWL, FRANCOLIN
■   Swainson’s Spurfowl Bosveldfisant
■   Orange River Francolin Kalaharipatrys
■   Helmeted Guineafowl Gewone Tarentaal
OSTRICH
■   Common Ostrich Volstruis
QUAIL
■   Common Quail Afrikaanse Kwartel
■   Harlequin Quail Bontkwartel
■   Small Buttonquail Bosveldkwarteltjie
COOT, MOORHEN, CRAKE, RAIL, SWAMPHEN
■   Red-Knobbed Coot Bleshoender
■   Coomon Moorhen Grootwaterhoender
■   African Purple Swamphen Grootkoningriethaan
■   Black Crake Swartriethaan
■   African Rail Grootriethaan
■   Baillon’s Crake Kleinriethaan
CRANES, SECRETARYBIRD
■   Blue Crane Bloukraanvoel
■   Secretarybird Sekretarisvoel
BUSTARDS, KORHAANS
■   Kori Bustard Gompou
■   Ludwig’s Bustard Ludwig se Pou
■   Northern Black Korhaan Witvlerkkorhaan
STILTS, AVOCET
■   Black-Winged Stilt Rooipootelsie
■   Pied Avocet Bontelsie

Resident BothVisitor
Summer

Visitor
Winter
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PLOVERS
■   Common Ringed Plover Ringnekstrandkiewiet
■   Three-banded Plover Driebandkiewiet
■   Kittlitz’s Plover Geelborsstrandkiewiet
■   Caspian Plover Asiatiese Strandkiewiet
■   Chestnut-Banded Plover Rooibandstrandkiewiet
LAPWINGS, RUFFS
■   Crowned Lapwing Kroonkiewiet
■   Blacksmith Lapwing Bontkiewiet
■   Ruff Kemphaan
SANDPIPERS, GREENSHANK, STINTS
■   Curlew Sandpiper Krombekstrandloper
■   Common Sandpiper Gewone Ruiter
■   Wood Sandpiper Bosruiter
■   Marsh Sandpiper Moerasruiter
■   Common Greenshank Groenpootruiter
■   Little Stint Kleinstrandloper
SNIPES
■   Greater Painted-Snipe Goudsnip
■   African Snipe Afrikaanse Snip
PRANTINCOLE
■   Black-Winged Pratincole Swartvlerksprinkaanvoel
THICK-KNEE, COURSERS
■   Spotted Thick-Knee Gewone Dikkop
■   Temminck’s Courser Trekdrawwertjie
■   Burchell’s Courser Bloukopdrawwertjie
■   Double-Banded Courser Dubblebanddrawwertjie
GULS
■   Grey-Headed Gul Gryskopmeeu
TERN
■   White-Winged Tern Witvlerksterretjie
■   Whiskered Tern Witbaardsterretjie
SANDGROUSE
■   Double-Banded Sandgrouse 
 Dubblebandsandpatrys
■   Namaqua Sandgrouse Klekiewyn
■   Burchell’s Sandgrouse Gevlekte Sandpatrys

PIGEONS, DOVES 
■   Speckled Pigeon Kransduif
■   Rock Dove Tuinduif
■   Red-Eyed Dove Grootringduif
■   Cape Turtle-Dove Gewone Tortelduif
■   Laughing Dove Rooiborsduifie
■   Namaqua Dove Namakwaduifie
CUCKOOS 
■   Common Cuckoo Europese Koekoek
■   Red-Chested Cuckoo Piet-My-Vou
■   Black Cuckoo Swartkoekoek
■   Jacobin Cuckoo Bontnuwejaarsvoel
■   Great Spotted Cuckoo Gevlekte Koekoek
■   Klaas’s Cuckoo Meitjie
■   Diderick Cuckoo Dierderikkie
COUCALS 
■   Burchell’s Coucal Gewone Vleiloerie
OWLS
■   Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl Reuse-Oouil
■   Spotted Eagle-Owl Gevlekte Ooruil
■   Barn Owl Nonnetjie-Uil
■   Southern White-Faced Scops-Owl Witwanguil
NIGHTJARS 
■   European Nightjar Europese Naguil
■   Fiery-Necked Nightjar Afrikaanse Naguil
■   Rufous-Cheeked Nightjar Rooiwungnaguil
SWIFTS 
■   Alpine Swift Witpenswindswael
■   Bradfield’s Swift Muiskleurwindswael
■   Common Swift Europese Windswael
■   African Black Swift Swartwindswael
■   Little Swift Kleinwindswael
■   Horus Swift Horuswindswael
■   White-Rumped Swift Witkruiswindswael
■   African Palm-Swift Palmwindswael
MOUSEBIRDS 
■   Red-Faced Mousebird Rooiwangmuisvoel
■   Speckled Mousebird Gevlekte Muisvoel

■   White-Backed Mousebird Witkruismuisvoel
KINGFISHERS 
■   Giant Kingfisher Reusvisvanger
■   Pied Kingfisher Bontvisvanger
■   Malachite Kingfisher Kuifkopvisvanger
■   Brown-Headed Kingfisher Bruinkopvisvanger
BEE-EATERS 
■   European Bee-Eater Europese Byvreter
■   Blue-Checked Bee-Eater Blouwangbyvreter
■   White=Fronted Bee-Eater Rooikeelbyvreter
■   Swallow-Tailed Bee-Eater Swaelstertbyvreter
ROLLERS 
■   Lilac-Breasted Roller Gewone Troupant
■   European Roller Knopsterttroupant
HORNBILLS 
■   African Grey Hornbill Grysneushoringvoel
■   Southern Yellow-Billed Hornbill 
 Geelbekneushoringvoel
HOOPOES, SCIMITARBILLS 
■   Green Wood-Hoopoe Rooibekkakelaar
■   African Hoopoe Hoephoep
■   Common Scimitarbill Swartbekkakelaar
HONEYGUIDES 
■   Greater Honeyguide Grootheuningwyser
■   Lesser Honeyguide Kleinheuningwyser
BARBETS 
■   Crested Barbet Kuifkophoutkapper
■   Acacia Pied Barbet Bonthoutkapper
WOODPECKERS 
■   Cardinal Woodpecker Kardinaalspeg
■   Golden-Tailed Woodpecker Goudstertspeg
■   Bennett’s Woodpecker Bennettse Speg
LARKS 
■   Eastern Clapper Lark Hoeveldklappertjie
■   Monotonous Lark Bosveldlewerik
■   Melodious Lark Spotlewerik
■   Sabota Lark Sabotalewerik

Bird
LIST Resident BothVisitor

Summer
Visitor
Winter
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Bird
LIST

■   Fawn-Coloured Lark Vaalbruinlewerik
■   Large-Billed Lark Dikbeklewerik
■   Rufous-Napped Lark Rooineklewerik
■   Red-Capped Lark Rooikopwerik
■   Eastern Long-Billed Lark 
 Grasveldlangbeklewerik
■   Pink-Billed Lark Pienkbeklewerik
■   Spike-Heeled Lark Vlaktelewerik
SPARROWLARKS 
■   Chestnut-Backed Sparrowlark Rooiruglewerik
■   Grey-Backed Sparrowlark Grysruglewerik

SWALLOWS 
■   Red-Breasted Swallow Rooiborsswael
■   South African Cliff-Swallow Familieswael
■   Greater Striped Swallow Grootstreepswael
■   Barn Swallow Euroese Swael
■   White-Throated Swallow Witkeelswael
■   Pearl-Breasted Swallow Pêrelborsswael
MARTINS 
■   Common House-Martin Huisswael
■   Sand Martin Europese Oewerswael
■   Brown-Throated Martin 
 Afrikaanse Oewerswael
■   Rock Martin Kransswael
DRONGOS 
■   Fork-Tailed Drongo Mikstertbyvanger
ORIOLE 
■   Eurasian Golden Oriole Europese Wielewaal
RAVENS, CROWS 
■   White-Necked Raven Withalskraai
■   Pied Crow Witborskraai
■   Cape Crow Swartkraai
TITS
■   Ashy Tit Akasiagrysmees
■   Cape Penduline-Tit Kaapse Kapokvoel
BULBULS 
■   African Red-Eyed Bulbul Rooioogtiptol

THRUSHES
■   Karoo Thrush Bruinlyster
■   Short-Toed Rock-Thrush Korttoonkliplyster
CHATS 
■   Familiar Chat Gewone Spekvreter
■   Sickle-Winged Chat Vlaktespekvreter
■   African Stonechat Gewone Bontrokkie
■   Mocking Cliff-Chat Dassievoel
■   Anteating Chat Swartpiek
WHEATERS 
■   Mountain Wheatear Bergwagter
■   Capped Wheatear Hoeveldskaapwagter
ROBIN-CHATS 
■   Cape Robin-Chat Gewone Janfrederik
SCRUB-ROBINS 
■   Kalahari Scrub-Robin Kalahariwipstert
■   Karoo Scrub-Robin Slangverklikker
WARBLERS 
■   Willow Warbler Hofsanger
■   Icterine Warbler Spotsanger
■   Garden Warbler Tuinsanger
■   Lesser Swamp-Warbler Kaapse Rietsanger
■   African Reed-Warbler Kleinrietsanger
■   Great Reed-Warbler Grootrietsanger
■   Sedge Warbler Europese Vleisanger
■   Barred Wren-Warbler Gebande Sanger
■   Namaqua Warbler Namakwalangstertjie
■   Rufous-Eared Warbler Rooioorlangstertjie
EREMOMELAS 
■   Yellow-Billed Eremomela Geelpensbossanger
FLYCATCHERS 
■   Fairy Flycatcher Feelvlieevanger
■   Spotted Flycatcher Europese Vlieevanger
■   Fiscal Flycatcher Fiskaalvlieevanger
■   Chat Flycatcher Grootvlieevanger
■   Marico Flycatcher Maricovlieevanger
■   African Paradise-Flycatcher 
 Paradysvlieevanger

BABBLERS, CROMBEC 
■   Layard’s Tit-Babbler Grystjeriktik
■   Chestnut-Vented Tit-Babbler Bosveldtjeriktic
■   Long-Billed Crombec Bosveldstompstert
CISTICOLA, NEDDICKY 
■   Zitting Cisticola Landeryklopkloppie
■   Desert Cisticola Woestynklopkloppie
■   Cloud Cisticola Gevlekte Klopkloppie
■   Neddicky Neddikkie
■   Grey-Backed Cisticola Grysrugtinktinkie
■   Levaillant’s Cisticola Vleitinktinkie
PRINIAS 
■   Black-Chested Prinia Swartbandlangstertjie
WHITE-EYES 
■   Cape White-Eye Kaapse Glasogie
■   Orange River White-Eye Gariepglasogie
BATISES 
■   Pririt Batis Priritbosbontrokkie
WAGTAILS 
■   Cape Wagtail Gewone Kwikkie
■   African Pied Wagtail Bontkwikkie
■   Yellow Wagtail Geelkwikkie
PIPITS 
■   Long-Billed Pipit Nicholsonse Koester
■   African Rock Pipit Klipkoester
■   African Pipit Gewone Koester
■   Plain-Backed Pipit Donkerkoester
■   Buffy Pipit Vaalkoester
LONGCLAWS 
■   Cape Longclaw Oranjekeelkalkoentjie
SHRIKES, BOKMAKIERIE 
■   Crimson-Breasted Shrike Rooiborslaksman
■   Magpie Shrike Langstertlaksman
■   Red-Backed Shrike Rooiruglaksman
■   Lesser Grey Shrike Gryslaksman
■   Common Fiscal Shrike Fiskaalaksman
■   Bokmakierie Bokmakierie

Resident BothVisitor
Summer

Visitor
Winter
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Bird
LIST

TCHAGRAS 
■   Brown-Crowned Tchagra Rooivlerktjagra
BRUBRUS 
■   Brubru Bontroklaksman
STARLINGS 
■   Cape Glossy Starling Kleinglansspreeu
■   Pale-Winged Starling Bleekvlerkspreeu
■   Red-Winged Starling Rooivlerkspreeu
■   Common Starling Europese Spreeu
■   Wattled Starling Lelspreeu
■   Pied Starling Witgatspreeu
SUNBIRDS 
■   Malachite Sunbird Jangroentjie
■   White-Bellied Sunbird Witpenssuikerbekkie
■   Dusky Sunbird Namakwasuikerbekkie
SPARROWS 
■   Great Sparrow Grootmossie
■   House Sparrow Huismossie
■   Cape Sparrow Gewone Mossie
■   Southern Grey-Headed Sparrow 
 Gryskopmossie
WEAVERS 
■   White-Browed Sparrow-Weaver Koringvoël
■   Sociable Weaver Versamelvoël
■   Cape Weaver Kaapse Wewer
■   Southern Masked-Weaver Swartkeelgeelvink
QUELEAS, BISHOPS, WIDOWBIRDS 
■   Red-Billed Quelea Rooibekkwelea
■   Southern Red Bishop Rooivink
■   Yellow-Crowned Bishop Goudgeelvink
■   Long-Tailed Widowbird Langstertflap
WHYDAHS 
■   Pin-Tailed Whydah Koningrooibekkie
■   Shaft-Tailed Whydah Plysterooibekkie
INDIGOBIRDS 
■   Village Indigobird Staalblouvinkie

FIREFINCHES 
■   Red-Billed Firefinch Rooibekvuurvinkie
WAXBILLS 
■   Violet-Eard Waxbill Koningblousysie
■   Black-Faced Waxbill Swartwangsysie
■   Common Waxbill Rooibeksysie
■   Blue Waxbill Gewone Blousysie
FINCHES, PYTILIA 
■   Red-Headed Finch Rooikopvink
■   Scaly-Feathered Finch Baardmannetjie
■   African Quailfinch Gewone Kwartelvinkie
■   Green-Winged Pytilia Gewone Melba
CANARIES 
■   Yellow Canary Geelkanarie
■   Black-Throated Canary Bergkanarie
■   Cape Canary Kaapse Kanarie
■   Black-Headed Canary Swartkopkanarie
■   White-Throated Canary Witkeelkanarie
BUNTINGS 
■   Cinnamon-Breasted Bunting Klipstreepkoppie
■   Golden-Breasted Bunting Rooirugstreepkoppie
■   Lark-Like Bunting Vaalstreepkoppie
■   Cape Bunting Rooivlerkstreepkoppie

Resident BothVisitor
Summer

Visitor
Winter

Kaapse Rietsanger

Kalaharipatrys

GariepglasogieKuifkophoutkapper
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Identification:  Second largest antelope.  Both sexes are horned.  Grey 
brown in Colour.  Very long ears with a tussle of hair on the end.  
Dark face with a white patch on each side of the face stretching 
from the base of the horn downwards to the side of the face, around 
the nose, both lips, chin and throat are white.  They have a mane as 
well as long hair on the lower neck.  

Size:  Shoulder height ± 140cm.  Weight ± 270kg.  

Habits:  Live in groups of up to 30.  They live in the same area for years.  
Not very aggressive but has territorial behavior.   They are grazers 
and prefer medium to long grass.  A dominant cow will always be 
on watch at the side of the herd.  Calves are born any time of the 
year.  

Distribution:  Southern parts of North Africa, Angola, Congo, Tanzania, 
Zambia, Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Northern Namibia and 
South Africa. 

Identification:  Bulls are black and cows are mainly brown but 
occasionally black.  Vertical white lines on the face, white tummy, 
white inner thighs and buttocks.  Both sexes have horns.  

Size:  Shoulder height 135cm.  Weight - 230kg.  

Habits:  Groups of up to 200.  Territorial.  They sometimes fight to death 
to protect territories.  There is one or two dominant cows in a herd.  
They always lead the herd to water and pastures and when danger 
approaches.  They graze in the mornings and afternoons and rest 
in the shade during midday.  They are selective grazers and prefer 
grass of medium length.  Calve from January to March.  

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe, 
Mozambique, Botswana, South Africa. 

Roan Sable 
HIPPOTRAGUS NIGERHIPPOTRAGUS EQUINUS
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Identification:  Dark reddish brown in colour, sloping back, long thin, 
black face.  Horns are on a pedestal base and point backwards.  
Tummy and inside of thighs are cream in colour.  There are dark 
areas stretching from the shoulders down to the hoofs.  Lateral 
sides of front and hind limbs are mainly black.  

Size:  Shoulder height ±1,25m; weight 120 - 150kg.  

Habits:  Group animals 20-300.  Territorial, they have a gland just 
under the eye for marking of territories.  Sense of smell and 
hearing very well developed.  Graze during the day.  They can run 
very fast.  Calves start to graze at 2 weeks of age.  Calving season - 
October and November.  

Distribution:  Namibia, Botswana,  Northern Cape and also a small 
part of Central Africa. 

Identification: Large ruminants looking very much like cattle.  They 
are heavily built and bulls are black, cows have reddish brown tint 
with the black.  Bulls have heavy horns with well developed "Boss".  
Cows horns are much lighter, they have broad muscle and large ears 
situated behind the eyes.  

Size: Mass 750-800kg.  Shoulder height - 140cm.  

Habits: Move around in large family units of up to 3000 in a group.  Old 
bulls normally group together in bachelor groups, in the dryer 
season they tend to graze near water.  Non-selective grazers, also 
browse a bit.  Buffalo are carriers of foot and mouth and corridor 
disease.  Puberty at three years.  Gestation 330-346 days ± 11 
months.  Birth weight - 40kg.  High mortality amongst calves.  

Distribution: Central and Southern Africa. 

Red  
Hartebeest Buffalo

ALCLAPHUS BUSELAPHUS SYNCERUS CAFFER
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Identification:  A colour variation to the normal Gemsbok species 
producing this unique colour when bred in a seperate herd of 
animals all carrying the gene. Bulls and cows have similar markings 
to the normal oryx however all the black has been replaced with 
a golden colour and the white turns into a light beige colour. The 
majority of Golden Oryx originate from Namibia. 

Size:  Shoulder height 135cm.  Weight - 230kg.  

Habits:  Groups of up to 200.  Territorial.  They sometimes fight to death 
to protect territories.  There is one or two dominant cows in a herd.  
They always lead the herd to water and pastures and when danger 
approaches.  They graze in the mornings and afternoons and rest 
in the shade during midday.  They are selective grazers and prefer 
grass of medium length.  Calve from January to March.  

Distribution: Namibia, South Africa and may occur in some parts of 
Botswana. 

Identification:  Long straight horns in males and females.  Light grey 
in colour with typical black markings and a black horse-like tail.  
Short black mane, black in colour continuing onto the tail.  Black 
and white face markings.  Lower parts of legs are white.  Both sexes 
have horns.  

Size:  Shoulder height  ± 1,2m.  Weight 210 - 240kg.  

Habits:  Grazers but browse occasionally.  Love dry open areas (semi-
desert).  They also eat tsammas and roots.  Calves are born 
throughout the year.  They are very well adapted for hot conditions 
and have a well-developed cooling-off system for the blood going to 
the brain.  

Distribution:  Ethiopia, Somalia, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, 
Angola, Namibia, Botswana, Western Zimbabwe and South Africa 
(Northern Cape). 

Golden  
   Gemsbok  Gemsbok  

ORYX GAZELLA
ORYX GAZELLA
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Royal/Red 
Oryx 

Saddle Back 
Oryx 

Identification:  A colour variation to the normal Gemsbok species 
producing this unique colour when bred in a seperate herd of 
animals all carrying the gene. Bulls and cows have similar facial 
features to the normal oryx but the white on the whole body is 
replaced white a rich deep red terracotta  colour making this one of 
the most beautiful colour variations in the Oryx family.  

Size:  Shoulder height 135cm.  Weight - 230kg.  

Habits:  Groups of up to 200.  Territorial.  They sometimes fight to death 
to protect territories.  There is one or two dominant cows in a herd.  
They always lead the herd to water and pastures and when danger 
approaches.  They graze in the mornings and afternoons and rest 
in the shade during midday.  They are selective grazers and prefer 
grass of medium length.  Calve from January to March.  

Distribution: Namibia, South Africa and may occur in some parts of 
Botswana. 

Identification:  A colour variation to the normal Gemsbok species 
producing this unique colour when bred in a seperate herd of 
animals all carrying the gene. Bulls and cows look similar to 
normal Oryx except for the back, rear, rump and sides which turns 
completely black in winter and a slightly lighter shade of black in 
summer.  Both sexes have horns.  

Size:  Shoulder height 135cm.  Weight - 230kg.  

Habits:  Groups of up to 200.  Territorial.  They sometimes fight to death 
to protect territories.  There is one or two dominant cows in a herd.  
They always lead the herd to water and pastures and when danger 
approaches.  They graze in the mornings and afternoons and rest 
in the shade during midday.  They are selective grazers and prefer 
grass of medium length.  Calve from January to March.  

Distribution: Namibia, South Africa and may occur in some parts of 
Botswana. 

ORYX GAZELLA ORYX GAZELLA
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Identification:  Tallest animal on earth with very long legs, covered with 
brown irregular patches with two hornlike structures on the head.  
Patches tend to darken with age.  Face without patches.  

Size: Height 4,3 - 5,2m.  Weight 828 - 1200kg.  

Habits:  More active during daytime.  Rest during the day in a standing 
position or lying in sternal recumbence with neck upright.  Giraffes 
have a peculiar gate, hind and foreleg of one side moving forward 
together.  Max speed: ± 56km/h.  Gestation period:  460 (15 
months) days, babies weigh ± 102kg at  birth.  Fighting between 
bulls is done with neck swaying and bumping.  They are mainly 
browsers.  

Distribution: Patchy distribution in Western, Eastern and Southern 
Africa. 

Giraffe  
GIRAFFA CAMELOPARDALIS

Identification:  Dark tanned colour with white stripes down the sides 
varying from only a few to 16 stripes. Very characteristic white 
chevron on the nose with black hairline on the tummy and black 
stripes behind the elbows and knees.

Size:  Shoulder height 1,5 - 1,7m.  Weight 460 - 1000kg.  

Habits:  Live in groups of up to 1000.  Mainly browsers but do 
occasionally graze, they love wild fruit.  Well adapted for dry hot 
climate.  Not territorial.  Bulls can be aggressive towards each other.  
Calves are born mainly from August to November.  

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Angola, Namibia, Malawi, 
Botswana, Zimbabwe, Mozambique and South Africa.

Livingstone  
Eland

TAUROTRAGUS ORYX
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Identification:  Colour is dark reddish brown with noticeable purple 
shade changing to almost black from the top of the head to the 
tip of the nose.  The shoulders, upper parts of front and back legs 
and thighs are almost black.  The distal parts of the legs are yellow 
brown.  In Central Africa a subspecies of Tsessebe is found known 
as the Topi.  

Size:  Shoulder height 1,2m; weight - 126-140kg.  

Habits:  Graze in groups during the day, they prefer long grass of ± 60cm.  
Territorial behavior.  They have pre-orbital glands for marking of 
territories.   Calving season October to December.  

Distribution:  Botswana, Namibia, Zimbabwe and South Africa. 

Identification: Brown-grey in colour.  Typical white ring around the tail.  
Face is darker with white lines on the inner sides of the eyes.  Chin 
is white and there is a white collar around the throat.  Also a white 
ring just above the hooves.  Horns - males.  

Size:  Shoulder height 1,7m.  Weight 250 - 270kg.  

Habits:  Groups of 6-12.  Territorial.  Grazers but browse occasionally.  
Calf throughout the year.  Twins are born occasionally.  

Distribution:  Somalia, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, 
Zimbabwe, Northern Transvaal, parts of natal.

Tsessebe  Waterbuck  
DAMALISCUS LUNATUS KOBUS ELLIPSIPRYMNUS
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Identification:  Medium sized antelope, both sexes have horns.  Smaller 
in female.  Cinnamon colour on the back with a dark red brown 
band on the side.  The tummy, inside of legs, buttocks and faces are 
white.  Tip of the tail is black.  There is a black line from the eye to 
the corner of the mouth.  You also get black or white springbok.  

Size:  Shoulder height 75cm; weight 37-41kg.  

Habits:  Graze in groups.  Territorial.  They are very hardy and even 
do well in semi-desert areas.  They also eat leaves.  They groom 
themselves with their teeth and hind hooves.  They can run up to 
88km/h.  When frightened - they give long high jumps, then change 
to a gallop before they trot away.  When they run away the tail is 
curled up tightly against the back.  Lambs are born mainly during 
summer.  

Distribution:  Namibia, Botswana and the Northern Cape in South 
Africa.

Identification: No two individuals have the same markings on the body.  
Shadow stripes between the black stripes, on the hindquarters 
only, are characteristic of this species.  Zebra are always in a good 
condition.  Ears are rounded.  

Size:  Shoulder height 136cm.  Weight - ± 320kg.  

Habits:  Non-selective grazers, will browse occasionally.  Gestation 
period 360-390 days (± 12 months).  Birth weight 30-35kg.  Live in 
family groups, fairly dependant on water thus always within 10 km 
thereof.  

Distribution:  Open savanna area.  Eastern and Southern Africa. 

Springbok    Burchell's Zebra  
ANTIDORCAS MARSUPIALIS EQUIS BURCHELLI
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Identification:  They are grey brown in colour with 6-10 vertical white 
stripes  on the body.  They have a white V on the nose just under 
the eyes with white lips and chin.  The mane is also partly white.  
The bulls have corkscrew-shaped horns.  They have big ears.  Bulls 
have a dark beard that stretches down to the front of the chest.  

Size:  Shoulder height - 1,25 - 1,4m.  Weight - 200 - 250kg.  

Habits:  Live in groups of 4-12.  Mainly browsers, non-selective.  Mainly 
active at dusk and dawn.  Kudu are gracious.  They jump high and 
are very shy.  They give a loud bark when frightened and run away 
with the horns held horizontal and the tail curled up to show the 
white underneath.  Calves are born mainly from January to April.  

Distribution:  Eastern parts of Africa, Angola, Namibia, Botswana, 
Malawi, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Zambia and South Africa.

Identification:  Grey white in colour.  Tummy and inner sides of legs are 
white.  On the forehead and nose is a black line.  Rams have a tuft of 
hair between the horns.  They have pre-orbital glands, foot glands 
and glands in the groin.  Horns (males) and sometimes old females 
as well.  

Size:   Shoulder height 50-52cm; weight 15-25kg.  

Habits:  Mostly solitary, browse during dusk and dawn.  When in danger 
they lie motionless in the grass and only run away when you get 
very near.  They run very fast and are very strong.  They also eat 
grass, roots and wild fruit.  Lambs are born throughout the year.  

Distribution:  Central, Eastern and Southern Africa.

Kudu  Common Duiker
TRAGELAPHUS STREPSICEROS SYLVICAPRA GRIMMIA
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Identification:  Dark grey to brown silver colour.  The neck, shoulders 
and front half of the body have diagonal dark stripes.  They have 
a long black mane, beard and tail tussle.  The horns are smooth, 
broad at the base and point towards each other.  The young have a 
reddish colour.  Both sexes have horns.  

Size:  Shoulder height 135 - 150cm.  Weight 180 - 250kg.  

Habits:  Territorial group animals 20-1000, active during the day but 
prefer shade during the hot hours of the day.  They have a typical 
"tar" smell coming from glands on the front feet which is also used 
for marking of territories.  Prefer to graze on short green grass.  
Calving season November to December.  

Distribution:  Angola, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Mozambique, 
South Africa.

Blue  
Wildebeest    

Golden  
Wildebeest    

CONNOCHAETES TAURINUS CONNOCHAETES TAURINUS

Identification:  The whole animal is golden - copper in colour because 
of a ressesive gene and colour is bred frequently when animals 
carrying the golden gene is kept in the same herd.

Size:  Shoulder height 135 - 150cm.  Weight 180 - 250kg.  

Habits:  Territorial group animals 20-1000, active during the day but 
prefer shade during the hot hours of the day.  They have a typical 
"tar" smell coming from glands on the front feet which is also used 
for marking of territories.  Prefer to graze on short green grass.  
Calving season November to December.  

Distribution:  Angola, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Mozambique, 
South Africa.
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Identification:  Small, gracious antelope with thin legs.  Reddish brown 
in colour.  White underneath, nose is pointed, forehead has a dark 
Y-shape mark on it.  Horns male.  The tail is the same colour as the 
body.  

Size:  Shoulder height 52cm.  Weight 11-11,3kg.  

Habits:  Solitary.  Browse and graze at dusk and dawn.  Territorial.  
They use their pre-orbital, hoof and throat glands for marking 
of territories.  When in danger they hide motionless in the grass.  
Lambs are born throughout the year.  

Distribution:  Southern Africa, Tanzania and adjacent coastal area.

Steenbok  
RAPHICERUS CAMPESTRIS

I have spotted this animal -             Mark with a 

Genetic mutation Identification:  Very gracious and beautiful.  The top 
halve of the animal is black along with the face and front legs whilst 
the rest of the body is the same as the normal impala. A very unique 
and rare colour variation.  Horns males.  

Size:  Shoulder height 90cm.  Weight 40-50kg.  

Habits:  In groups of 15-100.  Territorial behavior.  Active during the 
day.  They are very agile and jump very high and far (+/- 12m) 
when frightened.  They also graze from time to time.  Lamb from 
September to January.  

Distribution:  Western Angola, Tanzania, Kenya, Zambia, Zimbabwe, 
Botswana, Malawi, Mozambique and South Africa.

Saddleback   
   Impala

AEPYCEROS MELAMPUS
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Genetic mutation Identification:  Very gracious and beautiful.  
Completely black in colour.  Just above the hind fetlock joint a 
distinct black tussle of hair can be seen.  Horns males.  

Size:  Shoulder height 90cm.  Weight 40-50kg.  

Habits:  In groups of 15-100.  Territorial behavior.  Active during the 
day.  They are very agile and jump very high and far (+/- 12m) 
when frightened.  They also graze from time to time.  Lamb from 
September to January.  

Distribution:  Western Angola, Tanzania, Kenya, Zambia, Zimbabwe, 
Botswana, Malawi, Mozambique and South Africa.

Black  
   Impala

AEPYCEROS MELAMPUS

Identification:  Very gracious and beautiful.  Red brown in colour.  Sides 
and shoulders are lighter.  Tummy is pure white.  Also white spots 
above the eyes.  Just above the hind fetlock joint a distinct black 
tussle of hair can be seen.  The tail is black with two diagonal black 
stripes, on the buttocks on either sides of the tail.  The tail is white 
underneath.  Horns males.  

Size:  Shoulder height 90cm.  Weight 40-50kg.  

Habits:  In groups of 15-100.  Territorial behavior.  Active during the 
day.  They are very agile and jump very high and far (± 12m) 
when frightened.  They also graze from time to time.  Lamb from 
September to January.  

Distribution:  Western Angola, Tanzania, Kenya, Zambia, Zimbabwe, 
Botswana, Malawi, Mozambique and South Africa.

Impala  
AEPYCEROS MELAMPUS
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Identification:  Grey colour.  Thin short legs.  Mane in both sexes 
stretching from between the ears to the long tail.  Mane and tail 
stand upright when scared.  Tail has a tuft of black hair on the 
tip.  They have elongated heads with protruding eyes and warts 
on the side of the face.  Boars have two large pairs.  Warthog have 
enormous canine teeth curling over the snout.  

Size:  Weight 70-100kg.  Shoulder height 70cm.  

Habits:  Warthog are active during the day and hide in holes at night.  
They love rolling in mud.  Move around in family groups of 5-10.  
Territories are marked with urine and the secretion of the gland just 
under the eye.  They eat plants, grass, roots and wild fruit.  

Gestation:  165-175 days ± 3 piglets born, puberty 18-19 months.  

Distribution:  Western, central, eastern and southern Africa.

Identification:  Its name means "earth wolf " in Afrikaans. The aardwolf 
resembles a very thin striped hyena, but with a more slender 
muzzle, black vertical stripes on a coat of yellowish fur, and a long, 
distinct mane down the midline of the neck and back. It also has 
one or two diagonal stripes down the fore- and hind-quarters, 
along with several stripes on its legs. The mane is raised during 
confrontations to make the aardwolf appear larger. It is missing the 
throat spot that others in the family have. Its lower leg (from the 
knee down) is all black, and its tail is bushy with a black tip.  

Size:  Weight 7-10kg.  Shoulder height 40-50cm.  

Habits:  The aardwolf is a small, insectivorous mammal.  It does not hunt 
large animals. It eats insects, mainly termites – one aardwolf can eat 
about 250,000 termites during a single night, using its long, sticky 
tongue to capture them. It is nocturnal, resting in burrows during 
the day and emerging at night to seek food.

Distribution:  East and Southern Africa.

Warthog  Aardwolf
PHACOCHOERUS AETHIOPICUSPROTELES CRISTATA
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Identification:  They have typical, huge ears.  Colour is light grey-brown.  
The fur is thick and soft, the forehead and inside of ears are white, 
chin, lips and limbs are black.  

Size:  Weight max 5kg.  Length 80cm.  

Habits:  Day and night living.  They dig their own holes or modify 
other holes to meet their needs, have a good sense of hearing 
which assists in finding food.  They are very playful, toiletry habits 
are located to one area.  Live in family groups.  Diet consists of 
termites, insects, mice, grasshoppers, reptiles and wild berries.  

Distribution:  Eastern and Southern Africa.

Identification:  Long snout and long ears, light yellow-grey colour with 
very thin hair coat like swine.  Hindquarters much heavier than 
front quarters.  They have thick pointed tails with big, strong feet, 
four toes on the front feet and five toes at the back.  

Size:  40-53,3kg.  

Habits:  Solitary and nocturnal.  Prefer sandy soil areas for easier 
digging.  They like ant heaps, eyesight bad but sense of smell and 
hearing well developed.  Ant bear are powerful diggers.  Diet 
consists of ants and termites.  Gestation:  7months.  1-2 little ones 
born 1,8kg.  

Distribution:  South of the Sahara, eastern and southern Africa.

Bat-Eared 
Fox

Ant bear 
Aardvark

OTOCYON MEGALOTIS ORYCTEROPUS AFER
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Identification:  Red brown in colour with black speckles.  Darker spot on 
the back of the neck.  

Size:  Length 40-45cm.  Weight 1,3 - 2,05kg.  

Habits:  Nocturnal.  They eat grass and have 1-2 babies at a time.  They 
live in rocky areas.  

Distribution:  South Africa, Malawi, Zambia and Tanzania

Identification:  Colour is yellowish red and ears are pointed with tufts of 
black hair at the ends.  

Size:  ± 18kg in weight and ± 45cm high.  

Habits:  Nocturnal, solitary and prey on birds, small antelope (Duiker), 
reptiles, rabbits and springhare.  Gives birth to a litter of 2-4.  

Distribution:  Africa and parts of Europe - Israel, Syria, Jordan, Iraq and 
Iran.

Smith's Red 
Rock Rabbit Caracal  

PRONOLAGUS RUPESTRUS CARACAL
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Identification:  Biggest rodent, protected by an Armour of long, sharp 
quills on the back and sides.  Quills are white with black rings and 
vary from 30-50cm in length.  The rest of the body is covered in 
coarse black hair.  Thinner quills form a mane from the head to the 
shoulders.  

Size:  10-18kg.  

Habits:  Solitary-sometimes in pairs, nocturnal.  3-4 Adults live together 
in the same shelter but split up when searching for food.  Good 
sense of hearing, good swimmers, aggressive when confronted - 
attack backwards with upright quills.  Diet is vegetarian and they 
have the habit of chewing bones.  Babies are born with soft quills 
which harden quickly.  

Distribution:  Southern half of Africa.

Identification:  Siver-brown, broad head with short, pointed nose, thin 
sharp tail.  Hindquarters better developed than forequarters.  They 
all have dark patches around the eyes but the eyes are relatively 
small, the ears are small and dark and the front claws are well-
developed for digging.  

Size:  Length 50cm; weight 720-960gram.  

Habits:  Day living and love sunbathing, always very alert.  They dig 
their own holes, live in colonies of up to 20.  diet consists of worms, 
lizards, eggs and small snakes.  

Distribution:  South-West Angola and Southern Africa.

Porcupine 
Suricate  
     (Meerkat) 

HYSTRIX AFRICAEAUSTRALIS SURICATA SURICATTA

I have spotted this animal -             Mark with a  I have spotted this animal -             Mark with a 



Page 28

Identification:  Short legs, long body, white rings around the tail with a 
black distal part.  Chin is always white, limbs are light in colour.  

Size:  Weight 1,4-2,3kg.  

Habits:  Nocturnal.  Live in holes in the ground and in trees.  It can jump 
very far and are good climbers.  Diet consists of rat, mice, beetles, 
grasshoppers and birds.  

Distribution:  Eastern part of Southern Africa. 

Identification:  Black body with four parallel white stripes, from the head 
to the base of the tail, is very distinct.  Tail is white and the limbs 
black.  When confronted they spray a foul smelling liquid from 
their anal glands.  

Size:  eight 6-10kg.  

Habits:  Solitary and nocturnal.  Seek shelter in holes dug by other 
species.  Aggressive but tame easily, in an emergency situation they 
pretend to be dead until the danger disappears.  Diet consists of 
birds, mice, insects, spiders, scorpions and reptiles.  

Distribution:  Whole of Africa south of the Sahara - except in the 
Tropical Forest in Western Africa.

Large Spotted 
Genet Striped Polecat

GENETTA TIGRINA ICTONYX STRIATUS
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Identification:  Colour is rusty red with a dark brown and silver grey-
saddle.  The head is dog-like with a sharp nose and pointed ears.  
The lips and chest are white.  Distal parts of limbs are lighter than 
the rest of the body.  

Size:  Weight 7-8kg.  Shoulder height 38cm.  

Habits:  Day and night living, walk alone or in pairs or in groups of up to 
30 especially when feeding.  They have a good sense of smell, they 
always trot except when hunting when they usually walk slowly.  
They are shy and sly, both males and females protect their territory.  
Diet consists of carrion, rabbits, insects, reptiles, mice and snakes.  
They have a typical howl at night.  

Distribution:  East Africa and southern Africa. 

Identification:  Dark brown, black face and hands.  The proximal 1/3 
of the long tail is carried upright and the distal 2/3 hangs down.  
The well developed calluses, under the tail, of female baboons are 
separated where as in males they are joined.  Eyes situated very 
close together, baboons have a excellent eyesight.  

Size:  Males 32kg, females 15kg.   

Habits:  Group animals, up to 100.  Home range 13-23km2.  Well 
developed rank structure with larger males keeping watch.  Sleep on 
cliffs or in high trees.  They eat a wide variety of plants, insects and 
meat.  Puberty 4-6 years.  Gestation - 6 months, one baby born.  

Distribution:  Southern Africa.

Black Backed 
Jackal Baboon 

CANIS MESOMELAS PAPIO URSINUS
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Identification:  Small, short legs, slender with a long, black tipped tail.  
Colour is reddish brown.  

Size:  Weight 370-790 gram.  

Habits:  Solitary or in groups, moves around during the day, in sunny, 
hot conditions.  Diet consists of grasshoppers, termites, beetles and 
ants.  Also lizards, mice, birds, wild fruit, snakes, frogs and worms.  
It can also climb trees.  

Distribution:  Central, Eastern and most areas of South Africa.

Identification: Yellow to yellow-grey in colour and has a bushy tail with 
a white end.  

Size:  Weight 829-900 gram.  

Habits:  Move around during the day, occasionally seen at night.  Live 
in colonies of 10-50.  Diet consists of ants, termites, small birds, 
grasshoppers, reptiles and seeds.  

Distribution:  Namibia, Botswana and most parts of South Africa.

Slender Mongoose Yellow Mongoose
CALERELLA SANGUINEA CYNICTIS PENICILLATA
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Identification:  Short legs; long body.  Tail has got white rings around 
and is the same length as the body plus the head.  The body has a 
black dorsal stripe from behind the ears to the base of the tail.  The 
background colour of the hair is white to yellow.  Two distinct black 
stripes run from the inside of the ears down to the front of the 
shoulders.  The spots on the rest of the body are arranged in rows 
from front to back.  Front legs are very dark, eyes have a white spot 
underneath.  Cheeks and chin are black.  

Size:  Weight 1,6-2,6kg.  

Habits:  Nocturnal.  Mostly solitary, are good climbers but prefer walking 
on the ground.  Diet consists of small rodents, reptiles, insects, 
birds and rabbits.  

Distribution:  South of the Sahara, East Africa and Southern Africa (not 
in Central Africa).

Identification:  Dark grey and yellow spotted in colour.  Tummy is 
white, feet are yellow to white, ears are shorter than the scrub Hare, 
rounded with hair around the edges.  

Size:  Length 49-65cm.  Weight:  1,6-3,5kg.  

Habits:  They love open areas.  Also found in desert and semi-desert 
areas.  Hides in the grass.  Feed on grass.  Nocturnal.  They have 1-2 
babies at a time.  

Distribution:  Round the northern coast of Africa, East Africa, parts of 
Botswana, Mozambique and western parts of South Africa.

Small- Spotted 
Genet Cape Hare 

GENETTA GENETTA LEPUS CAPENSIS
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Identification:  Short front legs and large, very strong hind legs.  Long 
tail with a black distal half.  Small, round head with big eyes and 
long thin ears (with rounded tips) looks a bit like a mini kangaroo, 
tail is a mechanism for balance.  

Size:  Length 90cm; weight 3,1kg.  

Habits:  Nocturnal.  When chased they can jump up to 2m at a time.  
They live in groups and have no territorial behavior.  They dig holes 
to live in and stay underground during rain and very cold nights.  
Diet consists mainly of grass and roots.   

Distribution:  Namibia, Zimbabwe, South Africa and eastern Africa.

Identification:  Ground living, bushy tail is often jerked up towards the 
head.  Cinnamon colour with lighter tummies.  Typical white side 
stripes, they have got white rings around the eyes, they have no 
external ears.  

Size:  Weight 500-800gram.  Habits:  Day living, live in colonies of up to 
30.  Love sunbathing and sand bathing, always alert, certain birds 
are part of their alarm system.  Diet consists of leaves, grass, seeds, 
will occasionally eat insects.  

Distribution:  Southern Africa.

Spring Hare Ground Squirrel
PEDETES CAPENSIS XERUS INAURIS
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ActivitiesMap
AT MATTANU

Bush dinners

Helicopter game viewing flights

Wellness treatments/massages

Helicopter fly-fishing tours

Game capture safaris
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