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Introduction
Mattanu is a Hebrew phrase meaning,
“gift from above”. This is the underlying
factor why Mattanu is being marketed
and shared to everybody that wants to
experience Gods creation.

This 2300 hectare (4856 acres) Game
Reserve, owned by the Kriek family, started
in 1991 when the owner and veterinarian,
Dr JC Kriek, originally from Zimbabwe,
imported 95 endangered Roan antelope
and 65 rare Sable antelope species into
South-Africa from Malawi. It was not the
first importing operation undertaken by
Dr Kriek, as he has been importing since
1982, but this was regarded by many
as the most successful Game capturing
and importation operation ever. Dr JC
Kriek is also regarded by many as the
pioneer for the breeding of endangered
specie industry in Southern Africa. Ever
since then more than 300 Roan, Sable
and Disease free Buffalo have been bred
and distributed around Southern Africa
from Mattanu. Dr JC Kriek in conjunction
with Onderstepoort veterinary research
institute, also designed and wrote the
protocol for the breeding of disease free

Buffalo and fittingly was the first private
game rancher to receive permission for
the breeding of these Buffalo.

The profit returns from the 1991 Malawi
operation was used to purchase Mattanu
Private Game Reserve, which was then a
cattle farm, in 1991 and to date millions
have been spent in the development of the
infrastructure and the re-introduction
of numerous species.
Currently
over 36 different animal species and
approximately 700 animals, roam this
pristine Kalahari savannah at Mattanu.
The Northern Cape is a very dry province
and therefore not many diseases exist

in the area. This along with the proper
management of the reserve serves as some
of the main reasons why the conservation
of all species are so successful.

This unique and amazing piece of semiarid, bushveld region, named Mattanu
Private Game Reserve, is not only a Game
Ranch or a business, but a dream being
realized and a passion of the whole Kriek
family.

Even though the breeding of endangered
species is the main industry at Mattanu,
Kriek helicopters, managed by Johann
Kriek jnr (Commercial helicopter
pilot) and Mattanu, as an eco-tourist

Mattanu Private Game Reserve

destination is becoming viable supporting
products. Mattanu Private Game Reserve
is managed and marketed by the younger
son, Jacques Kriek, whom finished his
degree in tourism management and
marketing. Jacques is also the personal
guide to all tourists and visitors to
Mattanu and thus insures the uniqueness
of the service and hospitality through his
personal attention to your every need.

The catering at Mattanu is done by the
mother, Daleen Kriek and the distinct
flavours of the traditional South-African
dishes are prevalent in all of her creative
and divine meals. Mattanu also employed
another chef from Zimbabwe to define the
service and combine the African aromas
to create an experience rather than a
meal.

Their culinary delights along with the
compliment of great wines on the palate
contribute to a gastronomic experience.
Mattanu’s private collection of wines in
their underground wine cellar has all
been handpicked from the best of the
Cape winelands.
The Kriek family saw the need to
diversify and market their existing
product to tourists and realised there is
no better way to ensure quality service
than to keep it a family run business.
Therefore the eco-tourism part of the
business developed since 2006 and very
soon it became evident that a great need
exists for an upmarket lodge, conference
facility, wedding venue and luxury
accommodation in the Northern Cape
area.
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The Northern Cape with its Kalahari
Bushveld savannah has so much to offer if
marketed correctly. Construction on the
new developments started in September
of 2006 and finished around November
of 2007. This patriotic investment into
our beautiful province developed to
an attraction ensuring more feet to
the Northern Cape and an increase in
economic contribution and multiplier
effect the tourism industry already had.
The local community of Barkley-west
and Kimberley benefits greatly from this
development as only local labour was used
and local businesses and establishments

are supported.

The new development entailed a new
lodge with fully equipped kitchen that
can easily cater for up to 150 delegates
in a truly traditional way. The lodge also
includes a bar area, an underground wine
cellar and state of the art conference
facility.
In addition to the lodge there is a wooden
deck walk way to an island in the centre
of the swimming pool area which is
overlooked by a natural rock waterfall
feature.
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Luxury Accommodation
Nestled in the shade of indigenous
Camelthorn trees over 100meters of tiled
pathway leads you from the lodge to the
new luxury tented accommodation.

with luxury sleeper wood furnishings,
full bathroom en-suite, indoor showers
and air-conditioning with under floor
heating.

Exuding warmth and effortless hospitality
that characterises Mattanu Private
Game Reserve, the luxury tents offer
unparalleled intimacy and seclusion.

A rock waterfall featured swimming pool
will serve as a welcome relaxation on
your return from a hot day in the Kalahari
bush.

Mattanu’s
luxury
tents
offer
accommodation for family, friends, or
small groups.

Five luxury tents, each with a private
viewing deck overlooking a waterhole,
are decorated in African design, complete

Here you will savour uncompromising
high standards of service, efficiency and
personalised attention.

A chalet that can accommodate up to 10
people is also available for bigger groups
of friends or family.
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Game Drive Safaris
Late afternoon Game Drives depart
as the fierce heat of the day cools,
the inhabitants of the bush become
restless, and the animals move out of
the shade of the trees. The Guinea fowl
call reverberates through the bushveld,
followed by the howl of the jackal. You
will become aware of colours softening to
the beautiful, gentle hues as the sky turns
to the sensational vibrant reds, golds and
oranges typical of a Northern Cape and
African sunset. Evening scents fill the air
as the sun dips behind the horizon. Here
you can view over 36 different animal
species and hundreds of bird species. Be
part of the Roan and Sable antelope herds
as they wander around in search of their
favourite grazing areas.

Quad bike safaris

Alternatively roam around with family
or friends on our Quad bike safaris and
experience nature from a different angle.
Our Quad bike safaris are definitely a more
exhilarating game viewing option that
lowers you to the level of the animals.
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Weddings, conferences
and functions
Mattanu Private Game Reserve prides
itself on its personal service, exclusivity
and attention to detail that makes it
stand out above the rest. With our unique
thatched roof lodge and Island chapel in
our swimming pool, combined with the
priceless gift of privacy and tranquillity,
Mattanu is the ideal venue for your most
special day.
Mattanu also provides companies
with a fully equipped state-of –theart conference area that can seat up
to 120 delegates. Combined with our
accommodation facilities and unique
activities this serves as a perfect venue
for your next Bush Indaba or function.
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Kriek helicopters origin and history
In 1986 Dr Kriek managed to do his first
game capture operation in Malawi and
used a Hughes 300 helicopter in what
would be the first, of over 13000 animals
being immobilised over the next 23 years.
Over 30 different pilots had the privilege
of flying for Dr Kriek during this time.
Game capture and immobilisation of
animals were done all over South-Africa
and even in some countries of Southern
Africa.
The need for a helicopter became evident,
especially in central South-Africa and this
lead to the purchase of their first R22,
2-seater helicopter in 2003. Both Dr Johan
Kriek and his son Johann Kriek, became
commercial helicopter pilots specialising
in the game capture and immobilisation of
wildlife species. Helicopters have diverse
uses and realising the potential of a more
versatile machine a new R44, 4-seater
helicopter was purchased in 2007.
Mattanu’s private luxury air-conditioned
leather seated addition is key to
delivering unique activities including
helicopter fly-fishing trips, helicopter
game viewing, bushveld dinner fly-

inns, luxury transfers and game capture
safaris. Kriek helicopters also specialize
in combining packages and tours from
around the world according to your needs
and interests.
Kriek helicopters is therefore great for
the eco-tourism in the Northern Cape

Helicopter game viewing

This is an indescribable appreciation
and experience of the different forces
in nature. Fly around in our private
helicopter and stand in awe of Gods
creation from the eagle’s eye. There is no
better way to experience the vastness of
the Northern Cape.

Bushveld dinner

The helicopter flight to a dinner in the
bush under the African sky is regarded
by many as the climax of uniqueness and
romance. Enjoy your dinner amidst wild
antelope and the deafening silence of
solitude in the bush interrupted by the
odd jackals howl or trampling of hooves
just out of reach of the lanterns light.

Mattanu Private Game Reserve

Fly fishing trips
Fly in to fly. Few pastimes evolve into
obsession and none can derive such
satisfaction irrespective of result. The
anticipation of the first nibble at your line
along with a scenic helicopter flight to the
banks of the mighty Orange or Vaal River
culminates into sheer excitement for what
lies hidden beneath the surface. Fly in to
any river or dam in the Northern Cape and
test your skill against the Largemouth and
Smallmouth Yellowfish, Carp, Barbel or Bass.

transfer skills to up and coming wildlife
veterinary enthusiasts. One of our aims is
to keep this 4-star and AA superior graded
establishment affordable to all tourists
and make helicopter flying affordable to
everyone with a sense of adventure.

Game capture safaris

Guests
are
welcomed
aboard
Mattanu’s team of wildlife capture and
immobilisation specialists in their routine
tasks of management and translocation.
Join in this unique safari experience
on the ground or from a helicopter
and have a hands-on experience with
numerous wildlife species as they are
being tranquillised and monitored for
conservation and management purposes.
All of this is done under strict supervision
of resident wildlife veterinarian, Dr JC
Kriek. Game capture safaris are often
done as part of veterinary student courses.
During these courses we also mentor and
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Testimonials

Hi Jacques

Hi Jacques
Our stay at Mattanu was absolutely
wonderful and you all went out of your
way to make it a very special experience
for us. As both my husband and I still
regret not having become vets, we
enjoyed hearing of your dads experiences
and appreciated the time he took to show
us around and give us an insight into what
goes on, on the farm. The third member
of our party, Mr Green is from Canada and
has never been south of the equator, so the
experience of the game drive, sleeping in
a “tent” and then being amongst the buck
was as he put it, “unforgettable”.

Thank you to all concerned and may I take
this opportunity of wishing you every
success with the lodge, I have no doubt
you have a winning recipe there and so
should have a wonderful and thriving
lodge.
Thanking you and all involved once again
Kind regards

Heather Raymond
Plettenberg Bay – South Africa

Just a note to say thank you for having us
to stay on Saturday. Your lodge is excellent
and compares with some of the best I’ve
seen - you’ll no doubt do well and many
people will enjoy what you have to offer at
Mattanu. The tented accommodation was
great, and for us who wanted a weekend
getaway, the underfloor heating, air con
and spa bath all added to making the
getaway extra special. The food & wine
were excellent and we thoroughly enjoyed
the game drive. You have great game and
your breeding projects make everything
all the more interesting.

Good afternoon, Jacques. I’m safely back
at home, and wanted to thank you for
a wonderful stay. You and your family
provided me with memories and stories
that have amazed my family and friends.
The accommodations, food, adventures,
and company were all wonderful, and I
look forward to recommending colleagues
to visit the reserve, as well as send media
for future press trips.
Elizabeth Ninomiya , North America29/10/08

Kriek Family

Many thanks once more and all the best.
We hope to see you again soon.
Craig & Karin Bailey – Australia 25/5/08

Absolutely stunning. The best service in
South-Africa. The food was amazing. Quad
bikes were the best game drive ever.
Gareth and Elzanne Edwards – London
29/11/07

A Fantastic time, Great hospitality,
wonderful family and staff and great
animals too! Thanks!!
Blair Dack- USA-08/08/08

Jacques Kriek (Younger son and Manager
at Mattanu Private Game Reserve ), Heleen
Kriek (Daughter and Somatologist),
Johan Kriek (Father and Veterinarian),
Daleen Kriek (Mother and Hospitality
manager) and Johann Kriek (Oldest son
and Commercial Helicopter Pilot)

Mattanu Private Game Reserve

In July of 2008 we received an OFM/
Sanlam Cobalt good service award
followed by a Silver award at the Northern
Cape Tourism Service Excellence awards
as well as a nomination for the AA
accommodation awards. We are also
one of only three luxury establishments
in the Northern Cape to be invited to
attend the annual luxury travel awards in
Switzerland.

Directions from Kimberley:

Mobile: +27 (0)83 235 1993
E-mail: info@mattanu.com
Website: www.mattanu.com

Drive towards Barkley West. As you enter Barkley
West take the Winsorton, Mattanu Game Private
Reserve turn to the right and over the fly-over. Just
over the fly-over take the Spitskop, Mattanu left turn.
Drive 17km until you see the Mattanu Private Game
Reserve sign on your right.

Drive from Johannesburg
towards Potch, Klerkdorp,
Wolmaranstad,
Bloemhof,
Christiana through Warrenton
on the Kimberley road. 15km
through Warrenton you will
get a turn-off to the right at
a Motel and a hill (BarkleyWest, Winsorton turn-off).
Turn right and drive through
Winsorton towards BarkleyWest. Approximately 200m
before Barkley-West you will
find a “spitskop” turn-off,
turn right on the gravel road
for 17km.Don’t take the first
“spitskop” gravel road, drive
until you almost in Barkley.
If you drive past, you will be
200m further in Barkley at a T
junction.

GPS Coordinates:

MATT - Mattanu Game Ranch
(Helicopter base) - S28' 24.007
/ E024' 29.939 - H
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Directions from
Johannesburg:

We are striving to retain our level of
service and personal attention to ensure
return visits of all our guests in future.

