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WORLD CUP ESCAPES

says…
… get thee to these far-flung places
if you want to escape the World Cup.
Simon Greenwood, publisher of The
Greenwood Guide to South Africa:
Handpicked Accommodation, has
some ideas
OU MAY be aware that
the sexy-sounding Fifa
SWC 2010 – or can we
agree to call it the World
Cup?– is all but upon us.
It’s on everybody’s lips, it’s in the
air… you can hear it, feel it, yes,
even taste it!
Yet I have heard tell that there is
a small, disparate group of
apostates out there who couldn’t
care less about football. I know, I
know… please, I’m with you. Don’t
shoot the messenger. But
nonetheless these people do exist.
For these non-believers (you
know who you are!), Greenwood
Guides have come up with a happy
solution by suggesting an “Escape
the World Cup” selection of great
places to stay. These places are
kilometres from anywhere and, as
such, pretty much off the soccer
radar. Furthermore they all offer a
variety of activities to keep you
busy and away from unwanted
radio commentary.
So bid the Wags, fans and
footballers farewell, accept your
red card with good grace and
remove yourself from the field of
play from June 11 to July 11. No
one will even notice you’re gone.

Y

DUSK TO DAWN
I’m ashamed to say I saw
neither the dusk nor the dawn on
Johan and Gudrun’s splendid farm.
After missing sundown when my
three-hour hop from Joburg turned

into a five-hour slog, I was sorely
tempted by Gudrun’s description of
sunrise over the distant
Kommetjie-Kop seen from the
balcony of my room.
Unfortunately, my alarm clock
failed me yet again! I blame the
four-poster bed, with its soothing
white linen, not to mention the
telescope, which had me glued to
the starry night-sky far past my
bedtime. The real culprit, though,
was the seriously deep bath
complete with huge candles, which
were bright enough to light a
cathedral. Luckily, breakfast is
served until 10… and the whole
pace of Dusk to Dawn is geared
towards unwinding overnight,
hence the name. It’s the perfect
stop-off point if you’re travelling
between KZN and Kruger. If you
decide not to self-cater, breakfast is
a healthy spread of smoothies,
juices and, of course, fresh coffee –
Gudrun is a trained nutritionist.
Over dinner I tasted some prime
Dusk to Dawn pork. All the meat
and most of the veggies come from
the farm. Use the farm as a onenight stopover if you must, but if
you can spare the time, stay for
two. Mini-golf and mountain
biking are available on site.
KOSI FOREST LODGE
Kosi Bay is the sort of place that
novelists map out and then
construct adventures in. You are
picked up by a four-wheel drive,

THONGA BEACH LODGE
I had been eagerly looking
forward to my visit to Thonga
Beach Lodge even before I left Cape
Town. I knew it would be great
because all the Gehrens’ places are
(see Isibindi Zulu Lodge, Kosi
Forest Lodge and Rhino Walking
Safaris), but I didn’t expect it to be
quite so beautiful! Thonga Beach is
sandwiched between forested
dunes and ocean, an hour’s sandy
drive and 4x4 trail from the
nearest tar road. Huts are
connected by wooden walkways
and in each a huge mosquito net
hangs from high rafters. After
unpacking, I took a quick dip in
the sea before being whisked out
for a sundowner on Lake Sibaya.
An elegant supper followed and
my perfectly light fish
accompanied by a soft white wine
sent me to my hut for a long, muchneeded sleep. Come morning, I was
raring to go for a sunrise stroll.
The sky was a soft pink, the surf
breaking on to footprint-free sand
and, looking back to the lodge, I
could just make out the thatched
tops of each rounded room, 12 in
all, poking out through milkwood
brush. This is as luxurious and
romantic a destination as you’ll
find anywhere, but it’s superrelaxed too. All staff are hugely
friendly and it’s majority
community-owned, so your
pennies help support the local
economy.

MATTANU PRIVATE GAME
RESERVE
Dig deep into the wild Kalahari
bushveld to discover an absolute
diamond of a game reserve: 2 300ha
of indigenous camel thorns, black
monkey thorns and raisin bushes,
inhabited by 36 species of game
(antelope, zebra, giraffe) and
watched over by fish eagles and
kori bustards; a family passionate
about wildlife conservation; the
chance to swoop down into the
bush by helicopter and get handson with game captures and
treatment; five luxurious “tents”,
all champagne and chocolates,
carved wooden beds, spa baths,
under-floor heating and air-con;
and a thatched cottage for larger
families and groups, with a kitchen
and furniture carved beautifully
from tree trunks… Where was I?
Oh, yes. Dinners (courtesy of
Jacques’s mother Daleen and
Zimbabwean chef Lass) are in the
smart thatched lodge with its huge
shaded verandah and two braais,
with wine from the cellar. You can
also dine deep in the bush,
transported to and from table by
helicopter. A place to live out gameranger fantasies – but with a
reassuringly serious side.

arrived here from Florida and a
life of “peanuts and insurance”,
she has taken to hosting as a duck
takes to water. Cultural tours are
now available for visiting local
communities.

The scenery around Semonkong
Lodge, above, and Mattanu Private
Game Reserve, left.
of fine china, next to family silver.
Bookings essential.

MAWELAWELA GAME AND
FISHING LODGE
George and Herta are a down-toearth couple whose veins of
hospitality run deep… and staying
with them is to enjoy a few days
awash with incidental pleasures.
Herta, a bubbly Austrian,
moved out to South Africa 30 years
ago and married George, who is a
beef farmer (his boerewors is
delicious). He is also a keen
historian and leads tours out to the
site of the battle of Elandslaagte.
His study is full of Anglo-Boer War
prints and weighty tomes,
including a collection of the
London Illustrated News. (Ask him
to show you his father’s beautiful
collection of bird eggs, too.)
If you stay in the main house,
the rooms are very comfortable

and the bungalow across the
jacaranda-filled garden is perfect
for families or groups. A short
drive away from the farm itself,
you’ll find the thatched hunters’
cottage on 1 500 wild hectares set
aside for game. There is a trout
dam at the front, into which
George has built a waterfall, and
there’s a shower and a plunge pool
to one side. The cane-sided shady
braai area faces damwards and you
can watch the eland and kudu
come to drink in the evenings.
With the Nambiti “big five”
malaria-free conservancy just a
short drive away from the lodge,
you won’t forget you’re in animal
country. Finally, a toast to Herta’s
cooking, which is wonderful! Many
of the ingredients are home grown
and all is served on her collection

ISANDLWANA LODGE
Isandlwana Lodge is “the” place
to relive Anglo-Zulu War history,
and approaching through the dust I
could see its namesake hill from
miles away. The rocky outcrop was
throwing a long shadow across the
valley, just as it did on January 22,
1879, when 25 000 Zulus attacked
the British soldiers encamped on
the hill’s eastern slope. The story of
the ensuing battle is fascinating
and the lodge eats and sleeps it.
Rob Gerrard, an ex-Gordon
Highlander, leads tours that
include nearby Rorke’s Drift. Even
the lodge itself is designed around
a Zulu shield, a thatched, tapered
structure that wraps around the
hillside and looks across the
Isandlwana battlefield.
Though steeped in history, it has
a refreshingly modern feel.
Upstairs, the lounge and bar have
leather sofas, ceiling fans and highbacked Nguni dining chairs. All 12
rooms are downstairs off a
winding, rocky corridor, with very
private balconies for enjoying the
incredible view. Pat has furnished
the lodge in a pleasingly subtle
blend of hand-printed bedspreads,
copper lampshades and slate-tiled,
chrome-tapped bathrooms. Having

SA:

SEMONKONG LODGE
Semonkong means “place of
smoke”, referring to the pluming
mirages unfolding at the base of
the Maletsunyane Falls – a simply
mesmeric sight. Fumar, my bombproof Basotho pony, led me
straight to this majestic marvel,
which plummets 186m into a
ravine that seems to split Lesotho
in two. Want a closer look? Then
abseil it – a feat registered in
Guinness World Records (rather you
than me).
Armelle and Jonathan have
relied on ingenuity, sheer
determination and locals to build
these riverside thatch and handbroken-rock rondavels. The beds
are comfy, the water hot and the
candlelight romantic. Leave your
dinner suit at home. The dining
room and bar are warm, chatty,
involving environments, with
roaring fire, good beer and hearty
fare. The three-course menu
changes nightly, but always with
the best bread in Africa… at least I
think so. It arrives fresh every
morning by donkey. To keep active,
there is rock climbing, trout
fishing or even the donkey pubcrawl with local guides. Bushman
paintings are a two-day hike or
pony-trek away if you want
another adventure. Or you can just
explore this vibrant, touristfriendly community, known for its
expert shepherds. In short:
unmissable for nature lovers.
Unforgettable for me.
HALKETT COUNTRY HOUSE
As soon as my hands left the
steering wheel, they were busy
shaking other hands, stroking dogs
and pouring Pimms down my
dusty throat. The bestowers of this
wonderful welcome were the
vibrant Mansel and Melissa, rare
creatures in their ability to make
one feel like a returning friend
while effortlessly attending to your
slightest whim. They have
breathed new life into Halkett with
some carefully selected modern
furnishings, and yet retained its
historic integrity from when it was
Mansel’s grandfather’s in 1901.
Some rooms have changed little
since: family medals from the Boer
War are still on display, ancient
copies of Shakespeare plays still sit
on the book shelf. Feeling blessed, I
took possession of my lovingly

WE COME TO YOU
Passports, Citizenship,
Birth, Marriage & Death certificates,
Extension of temporary permits.

MOTHER BORN IN BRITAIN?
Now all children are eligible for
UK citizenship
Passports, Ancestral visas,
Birth, Marriage & Death certificates,
Citizenship by registration (through
mothers British birth)

resurrected suite. Distressed walls,
antique four-poster bed and dark
wood wardrobes are made yet more
romantic by plump duvets,
mosquito nets and candles around
a claw-footed bath.
The dining room table, heavy
with family silver, was where
Melissa revealed her secret
identity as a master chef-magician.
Each course was divine,
unexpected and made of organic
local ingredients.
Waking to a cloudless day,
Mansel met me with ponies for a
tour from the tennis court through
to the old Shangaan village. A
quick swim and breakfast
(breakfeast?) later and I dragged
myself back to reality.
REDCLIFFE GUEST FARM
Johnnie and Carol kindly
adopted me for the night when I
couldn’t – or rather didn’t want to –
leave their unspoilt country idyll
in the depths of the Winterberg
Mountains.
Not many tourists have yet
found the Winterberg, but surely it

is only a matter of time.
This is an escape from
everything apart from cows, sheep,
birds and the natural environment
that supports them. The simplest
way to enjoy the area is to go for a
hike across the rolling grassland
hills. The gorge on a neighbouring
farm is, I think, the most
spectacular spot I have been privy
to in South Africa and it goes
virtually unvisited.
The plateau folds in on itself
and plummets hundreds of metres
down, waterfalls dropping from
terrace to terrace.
Or you can go swimming, trout
fishing, biking, riding, bird
watching, or play tennis at the
house. Carol may cook you her
speciality stuffed leg of lamb for
dinner and Johnnie will happily
show you around his shearing
shed. He is especially proud of his
Merinos, whose pure white wool is
used to make smart Italian suits.
Guests here have all the space
they need outside and inside the
five-bedroom farmhouse, including
a light-filled sunroom.

Awesome Autumn Special
R620.00

per adult per night sharing
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Tel. (031) 309 3985

Thonga Beach Lodge, above, and Isandlwana Lodge, top.

LELIEKLOOF VALLEY OF
ART
What a place! Magnificent
Bushman art and high-altitude
wilderness to nourish the soul; log
fires and home-cooked meals to
look after earthier parts. The river
has chiselled a tortuous gorge
through the sandstone and
ironstone hills and the many caves
host 13 remarkable sites of
Bushman rock art, many of
indeterminable age. Dries took me
for an exhilarating morning drive
and we visited two of them, Eland
and Dog shelters. The quality of
the paintings is superb, Dries a full
reservoir of informations. There is
a two-day scenic 19km hike around
the valley, and two large dams for
canoeing and trout/fly fishing. Art
apart, the countryside will extract
from you superlatives you never
knew you had. The De Klerks now
live in the main house with their
guests, but don’t worry, they’re
great company and there’s plenty
of room for everyone! The
magnificent main room is 22m
long, with sitting area, DStv,
yellowwood bar, fireplace and huge
antique Oregon pine dining table.
You can self-cater, but given the
stellar quality of Minnie’s food
(and the variety of things to do), I
strongly suggest you ask her to
prepare your meals.

Valid from 01 April 2010 till 10 June 2010
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which can negotiate the sand
tracks criss-crossing the region.
You park not just your car, but also
the modern world you are now
leaving. There is no tar and no
electricity here. Instead you enter a
landscape of raffia palm groves,
primary sand forests, mangroves,
water meadows and
interconnecting lakes (yes, hippo
and crocodile like it, too, and are
regularly sighted). And then there
are day trips to the sea and the
mouth of the river for snorkelling,
swimming and fishing. The reedthatched camp itself perfectly
balances the wild (your chalet is in
the middle of a boisterous forest)
with the romantic (candlelit meals
and outdoor baths and showers).
I loved the deep stillness of the
early-morning guided canoe trip.
Other activities include boat
cruises across the lakes, turtletracking (seasonal), forest walks
and bird safaris. I consider Kosi
Forest Lodge one of the most
rewarding (and therefore bestvalue) places I have stayed in in
South Africa. I recommend a
minimum of two or three nights.

Dinner Bed and Breakfast
you won’t find a better offer this

Autumn

Single Rate R845.00
per person per night
Children 12 years and under sharing
with parents R75.00 per child
per night
104 Main Road Hluhluwe Zululand, KZN
Tel: +27 (35) 562 4000
email: reservations@hluhluwehotel.co.za
www.proteahotels.com/hluhluwe

Children are welcome!

To qualify for this Special!
Please quote the following Rate code STAS
The following conditions apply
• Full prepayment • No Cancellations • Minimum of a 2
night stay • Rate excludes 1% Tourism levy.

To book this Awesome Autumn Special
call Sharon or Melany on 035 562 4000 or
email us on
reservations@hluhluwehotel.co.za

